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Millions love The Property Brothers and 
HGTV, but it seems that COVID-19 
has now become the largest influ-
encer of  home design trends. While 
stay-at-home orders took place around 
the world, a house became way more 
than just a home. The home is now an 
office, school, gym, and much more. 
The pandemic has left a substantial 
mark on home design and has changed 
the way homeowners want to live. This 
has come as no surprise because many 
design features in homes today, such 
as the powder room or half  bath near 
the front door, originated or became 
popular because of  efforts to prevent 
or slow the spread of  illness during the 
early 20th Century flu pandemic. 

Now, many are reexamining the func-
tion of  the home as once popular design 
elements have become less workable. 
As homes are playing greater roles in 
daily living, they will need to adapt in 
order to accommodate more activities 
and services. The hustle and bustle 
outside of  the home has commenced 
as we have started to emerge; however, 
the new reliance on the home will 
surely persist after the pandemic 
subsides and this experience will abso-
lutely have implications for how homes 
will be designed going forward. Let’s 
talk about the must-haves of  a post-
pandemic dream house! 

THE HOUSE THAT QUARANTINE BUILT: 

POST-PANDEMIC  
HOME DESIGN TRENDS
BY DON RICARDO MASSENBURG,  
DESiGN iNKREDiBLE LLC 
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MANY NEW HOMES WILL BE BUILT 
WITH PRIVATE HOME OFFICES THAT 
ALLOW FOR PROPER SEATING, WORK 
SURFACES, LIGHTING, NOISE REDUC-
TION, AND TEMPERATURE CONTROL. 
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WELCOME HOME
Entryways and mudrooms go from a nice option to a neces-
sity. Entryways will become clearly defined transitional 
spaces that will allow for the removal and storage of  shoes 
and outerwear immediately upon entrance and the ability 
to wash or sanitize hands. Some homeowners are even 
requesting a laundry room near the high traffic entrance that 
will allow clothing and masks to be placed directly into the 
washing machine before entering the house. 
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THE GREAT DIVISION 
Walls and doors are back! The open floor plan will 
be reimagined as the demand for personal space has 
grown significantly. Homeowners want more rooms, 
walls, doors, and more privacy. Well celebrated for 
its entertainment value, the ever popular open-
concept floor plan will be done in a method that will 
give dwellers the best of  both worlds, an allowance 
for privacy, while still offering openness. Homes now 
need to be separated into more defined quiet and 
noisy zones for entertainment, learning, and relax-
ation. 

GETTING DOWN TO BUSINESS 
Home offices have become coveted real estate. 
Families cramped together around a kitchen table 
or sharing a desk for work and online learning isn’t 
sustainable for productivity. Now, more than ever 
home builders and interior designers are being 
asked to carve out designated workspaces. Many 
new homes will be built with private home offices 
that allow for proper seating, work surfaces, lighting, 
noise reduction, and temperature control. In homes 
undergoing renovations, we will see built-in desks, 
sectioned off  alcoves, and other areas converted 
into workstations. Some homeowners are trans-
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forming the rarely used formal areas such as a formal dining 
room or an occasional sitting area into a functional home office. 
The home as a workspace has become the new norm. Whether 
reconfiguring existing spaces or adding new square footage, a 
designated work from home area will surely be in the plans. 

MIXING IT UP
One room, multiple purposes! Home buyers are seeking adapt-
able spaces that can be easily converted. Mixed-use or multipur-
pose areas are a must. Homes will need designated spaces for a 
greater number of  specific activities, such as reading, napping, 
physical activity and entertainment. Garages for instance, 
are being planned and built for easy conversion to recreation 
rooms. Builders are adding windows, easier connection or flow 
to other parts of  the home and installing fixtures that will allow 
future plumbing and HVAC capabilities. What 3-4 functions can 
this room serve? That is the burning question!

BE WELL 
COVID-19 influenced a deeper emphasis on health and well-
ness at home. The design build industry has incorporated home 
elements that help to focus on improving health, the mind and 
well-being. Do home building, renovations, and wellness have 
anything in common? Absolutely! The house has a major impact 
on your health and well-being. From the materials chosen to 

build with, to the layout and flow of  the spaces, to the place-
ment of  windows, and even the lighting plays a factor in health, 
happiness, and longevity. This focus on well-being has also 
increased the awareness of  a needed space within the home to 
disconnect. Introducing the wellness room! Homeowners are 
looking for a simple place where they can destress. These are 
spaces designed with mental health in mind. The wellness room 
is often intended to provide a break from technology, and invite 
everything from yoga, sound therapy, meditation to massage. 
The goal is to create a welcoming, comfortable retreat that 
allows you to escape and unwind while at home.

OUT AND ABOUT 
It’s a fact that outdoor living and recreation spaces can help 
calm cabin fever so it’s no surprise that dwellers are expanding 
the use of  their outdoor areas at home. Creating an outdoor 
entertaining space has become much more than simply growing 
a pretty garden, but more of  a health necessity. It seems as if  
the backyard has become the new family room, especially after 
a pandemic. Builders are adding outdoor amenities to homes 
as the owners seek to host small gatherings, movie nights, and 
even family camping. They want to create an actual living space 
outdoors that truly brings the cozy feeling of  the indoors onto 
the deck or patio. With this, we are seeing a demand for outdoor 
kitchens, the installation of  heaters, outdoor fireplaces, heated 
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Homes from the $300s  
to $1 million+.

2008 Green Oaks Parkway
Holly Springs, NC 27540

919.557.6850 | 12oaksnc.com

VISIT OUR 2019 
PARADE OF HOMES
PARTICIPANTS Opening New Doors

We’re throwing open new doors adding three top builders to our 
team to create beautiful new homes ranging from the $300s to the 
$600s. Come explore our Parade of Home Participants – along with 
tranquil nature trails, playgrounds, resort-style pools, tennis and 
pickleball courts, and a Nicklaus-designed golf course. 

Open the door to your new life at 12 Oaks.   

©2019 WSLD 12 Oaks, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. The amenities and features described and depicted herein are based upon current 
development plans, which are subject to change without notice. Actual development may not be as currently proposed. References to 
housing products, builders and prices are subject to change without notice as well.

12 Oaks model homes built by Stanley Martin and 
Meritage Homes are ready and waiting for you to 
explore – along with tranquil nature trails, playgrounds, 
resort-style pools, tennis and pickleball courts, and a 
Nicklaus-designed golf course.

Come take a tour and open the door to your new life  
at 12 Oaks.

© 2020 WSLD 12 Oaks, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity. The amenities and features described and depicted herein are 
based upon current development plans, which are subject to change without notice. Actual development may not be as 
currently proposed. References to housing products, builders and prices are subject to change without notice as well.

Opening New Doors

DON RICARDO MASSENBURG | DESiGN iNKREDiBLE LLC
Recognized for his use of lush layered bedding and sumptuous textiles in 
home décor, Don Ricardo Massenburg Jr. is the creative force behind DESiGN 
iNKREDiBLE LLC, a sought-after interior design company based in Durham, 
North Carolina. Don Ricardo’s portfolio of bright bold interior projects can be 
seen at www.designinkredible.com and on Instagram, Facebook, Pinterest, 
and Twitter @designinkredible.

floors on porches, and other features such 
as firepits. Need additional living space? It 
could be right there in the backyard.

After a full year of  staying at home, it comes 
as no surprise that home design trends are 
leaning toward an emphasis on function, 
health, and adaptability like never before. 
It may be that things will not return to the 
way they were and that’s certainly not a bad 
thing. The pandemic has forced us to recon-
sider the way we live and build in the future. 
The need for well-designed, healthy homes 
that work well for the entire family has and 
always will be essential. 
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